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Empiricist Theory of Knowledge Discussion Board: this theory asserts that knowledge comes primarily from experience. Empiricists stress on the role of empirical evidence in forming ideas instead of innate ideas or traditions. 
Origin of Our Ideas Discussion Board: in philosophy, our ideas or knowledge comes from either of the three epistemological views; empiricism, rationalism or skepticism. Empiricism states that our ideas come from sensory experience while rationalism posits that our ideas come or should be guided by reason. Skepticism denies or questions the possibility of knowledge or ideas.   
Thomas Aquinas: The Five Ways: Thomas Aquinas came up with five proofs for the existence of God. He defined God as the First package, the Absolute Being, the Unmoved Mover, the Necessary Being and the Grand Designer. The arguments are posteriori in nature meaning they are based on some sensible aspects of the world. 
Fyodor Dostoevsky: Why is there Evil? According to Fyodor Dostoevsky, the existence of evil is the price paid for free choice. Evil is necessary for the improvement of the soul and spiritual growth. Evil is also a test of faith. 
William James: The Dilemma of Determinism: according to William James, the debate between free will and determinism should be recast as a choice between chance and determinism and that we should accept chance rather than determinism. William does not believe in free will and posits that the alternative to determinism is chance. 
Ethics of Virtue: this is an approach to ethics that emphasizes character traits or virtues. Unlike deontology or utilitarianism which are focused on duties and outcomes respectively, virtue ethics is person based rather than action based. Ethics of virtue stresses on moral character of a person instead of ethical duties and rules. For example, a person who exhibits desirable virtues like honesty, integrity, benevolence, humility and compassion is bound to act ethically. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Moral Law: this is a system of guidelines for behavior and conduct. Some actions such as theft, murder and fraud are considered immoral while others like benevolence and charity are considered moral. Moral laws are not necessarily part of the rules of land enforceable by the government but are rules of behavior that are followed out of personal conscience. However, some actions like murder and theft are both morally wrong and  illegal. 
Allegory of the Cave: this concept was devised by Plato with the purpose of reflecting on the nature if belief and knowledge. Plato uses the example of prisoners chained together in a cave unable to see what’s happening outside the cave. Behind them is a huge fire and between them are people carrying puppets that cast a shadow on the opposite side of the wall which makes the prisoners believe the shadows are real. In this case, the Greek philosopher likens unknowledgeable people to the chained prisoners, unable to turn their heads. 


